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Velutha is a major character and hero of the novel The God of Small Things around which most of 

incidents revolves.  He is Vellya Paapen's younger son. He's also Estha and Rahel's best friend, 

even though he's only three years younger than their mother. We first meet Velutha in 1969 when 

the family is on its way to the movie theater. Rahel sees him marching in the street with the rest of 

the communists. We learn then that several years ago, he disappeared and nobody knew where he 

was, though there were plenty of rumors about him. He is born in a lower class family.  When we 

see him participating in the march, he has been back in Ayemenem for five months and has been 

working for Mammachi as the factory carpenter. We learn that he's an Untouchable, at the bottom 

of the social totem pole. A lot of the other factory workers are frustrated that someone who is 

supposed to be beneath them is earning so much respect. 

It's hard to name a part of Velutha's life that isn't shaped by his social status or political beliefs. 

His relationship with Ammu is perhaps the most important example. As a kid, Velutha used to 

make little wooden toys for Ammu, though he would have to place them in her outstretched hand 

so he wouldn't touch her. Eventually she stopped flattening her hand out, and by allowing him to 

touch her, Ammu broke down the social barriers that divide them. 

Even though Ammu comes to realize that she's in love with Velutha, however, she warns Estha 

and Rahel not to spend too much time with him, because she knows that it can only lead to trouble. 

Whew, we need a cold shower. But seriously, Velutha's relationship with Ammu shows us the way 

he chooses to disregard societal rules in favor of love, and how this decision, however much we 

think it is the right one for him, is ultimately his downfall. Velutha, by our standards, doesn't do 

anything wrong by loving Ammu, and vice versa. Still, we see how his low social standing allows 

him to become an easy scapegoat. The police feel little remorse for brutally beating him. The 

narrator doesn't just show us, but also tells us that Velutha doesn't deserve what he gets. His death 



is shaped by his social class, just as his life was. Velutha is a victim in this so-called caste based 

civilized society. Though, he struggles a lot to survive for his livelihood makes toys but even then 

his life is meaningless in the eyes of this society. Whatever he has done for the sake of others 

nothing for his own self, a loyal servant to mammachi’s family always dedicated and fulfilled 

everyone’s need, best friend to Rahel and Estha and well-wisher of Ammu. Tragedy of his life is 

that he is born in a lower caste family and he he has to suffer. 
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